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The 2005 Annual Meeting Sessions:
Something for Everyone

The sessions scheduled for the 2005 annual meeting
in Richmond, VA, deal with a wide range of government
records topics and issues. They will be conducted by some of
the most knowledgeable and experienced individuals in the field.
On Thursday, July 21, the program begins with a plenary
session presented by the new Archivist of the United States,
Dr. Allen Weinstein. This will be followed by Thursday
and Friday sessions on such important and timely matters as
preserving the GIS record; performance measurements;
advocacy; electronic recordkeeping; custodial digital archives;
and the impact of grant funds on local records. The offerings
include sessions on NARA’s interactive archives-based exhibits;
the persistent archives testbed project; the presidential electronic
records pilot system; planning for NAGARA’s 2006 joint
meeting with SAA and COSHRC; and a one-act drama about
authentic records that will require audience participation.
There will also be roundtable discussions for electronic records
and local records. But that’s not all!

As in the past, the Council of State Historical Records
Coordinators (COSHRC) will sponsor incubator sessions.
Three sessions will focus on the National Archives and the states
working together; the national initiative for state-based funding;
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and the results and significance of recent surveys of archives
and records management professionals and their programs.
Finally, two workshops are scheduled for Saturday morning.
One is on developing and administering grant proposals
(co-sponsored by the NAGARA Committee on Professional
Development and COSHRC). The other is on the basics
of archives: train the trainer (sponsored by COSHRC).

This is a full program with something for just about everyone
working in government records programs. Be sure to attend,
deepen your knowledge, and expand your horizons. Meet
with some fine folks and discuss the key records issues of
today at the NAGARA 2005 annual meeting!

The members of the NAGARA 2005 annual meeting
program committee are: Paul R. Bergeron, City of Nashua,
New Hampshire; Donald C. Chalfant, SC Department
of Archives and History; Howard P. Lowell, NARA;
Glenn T. Smith (Local Arrangements Committee Liaison),
Library of Virginia; Roy H. Tryon (Chair), SC Department
of Archives and History; Victoria Irons Walch, COSHRC;
and, Amelia Winstead, Georgia Archives.

You could be the
next CLEARINGHOUSE

EDITOR!

For details, see page 3.




National Association of Government Archives

and Records Administrators (NAGARA)

Annual Business Meeting Minutes
July 15, 2004

Commence: 8:35 a.m.

President Terry Ellis welcomed NAGARA and COSHRC
members to Phoenix, and introduced our host, GladysAnn Wells,
Director, Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records,
and State Librarian.

Approval of minutes from 2003 BusinessMeeting:
Supported by: Kaye Lanning Minchew
Seconded by: Jelain Chubb

Motion approved unanimously.

President®Report: Several states are getting new buildings, and
many programs are witnessing personnel changes. However,
NAGARA’s finances are stable. NAGARA remains the essential
organization for government records professionals. This year,
NAGARA focused on increasing membership. The membership task
force led by Jelain Chubb developed a new logo and membership
brochure. The task force has been transformed into a standing
membership committee. This year, NAGARA formed partnerships
with other organizations. For example, we decided to hold our
2006 annual meeting in Washington, DC jointly with COSHRC
and SAA. NAGARA also worked with COSHRC on the e-bay
statement, we participated in the A*Census initiative, we joined
the National Coalition for History, and we participated in the
NECCC. President Ellis recognized board members for their service,
and read the names of people participating in standing committees.
This year, the board created a new focus on corporate sponsorship.
A vendor brochure and marketing plan were developed, and as
a result 13 vendors are now sponsoring the organization. Dan
Cantrall continues to administrate the web site. Bylaws, minutes
and the administrative manual have been posted online. This
year CERIS conducted a survey of state archives, and results of that
project are available on the NAGARA website as well. Recently,
NAGARA began discussing an initiative to promote more informa-
tion sharing between NARA and the state/local programs. Next
year NAGARA will be meeting in Richmond, VA. Roy Tryon will
chair the program committee. This year, we will be focusing on
recruiting new members, new sponsors and generating new revenue.
President Ellis concluded by expressing her appreciation for the
opportunity to serve as president.
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Treasuer®Report: John Stewart reviewed the 2002-2003 budget
and the 2003-2004 budget (as of June 30, 2004). John noted that
finances were tight two years ago, however, this year we have spent
less than was budgeted and we should finish the year that way with-
out dipping into savings. The new dues structure and sponsorships
will help NAGARA manage its finances, and hopefully save money.

Nominations/Election of Officers:

submitted by Jeanne Young, Chair, Nominations Committee

Tim Slavin, President

C. Preston Huff, Vice President

Caryn Wojcik, Secretary

John Stewart, Treasurer

Nancy Fortna, Director—Federal

Barbara Voss, Director—Federal

Mary Beth Herkert, Director—State

Paul Bergeron, Director—Local
Slate supported by: Richard Hite
Seconded by: Steve Walker
Officers were elected unanimously.

Surwvey Projects: Vicki Walch reported on the status of several
projects: Heritage Health Index, Survey of State Archives and
SHRABs, and A*Census. The HHI survey will be distributed by
the end of July. It is funded by IMLS, and the goal is to contact
15,000 organizations to identify collections and evaluate their
status of preservation. COSHRC will conduct another survey
of state programs. The survey will identify resources, staff and
priorities of state programs. A*Census finished collecting data
and analysis has started. Invitations to take the survey were
sent to 12,000 people. 5300 people responded, and
approximately 4700 submitted complete responses. There was
a strong government response to the survey. 1,486 people stated
that they work in government.

Certificates of Recognition: Jeanne Young; Richard Roberts;
Jelain Chubb; Roy Turnbaugh; Catherine Morris; GladysAnn Wells;
Bob Nawrocki; Tracey Berezansky; Melanie Sturgeon;
David Hoober; Laurie Sletten; Richard Pearce-Moses;
Paul Bergeron; Jenifer Burlis-Freilich; and Victoria Irons Walch
received certificates from President Ellis.

Adjourn: 9:45 am

Respectfully submitted,
Caryn Wojcik,
Secretary
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CLEARINGHOUSE EDITOR
SEARCH

Are you a newshound?
WeOresearching for a Clearinghouse editor. The editor
solicits the news for Clearinghouse and manages its
production. Don® let the layout, design, and printing
deter you! You can handle these aspects of the newsletter
in-house or by contract.

For more information about the editorCs duties, please
contact Stacie Byasat stacie.byas@nara.gov.

To apply for the position, please contact Timothy Slavin,
NAGARA President, at timothy .slavin@state.de.us.
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Local Public Records and Archives Upgrades Ahead
State Grants Over $25 Million to New Jersey Counties and Cities

A new state grant program will begin transforming the quality,
efficiency, and security of local public recordkeeping in New Jersey.

The New Jersey State Records Committee today voted to award
more than $25 million in grants to the state’s 21 counties and 12
largest municipalities for strategic improvements in public archives
and records management. The grants were authorized through the
state’s pioneering Public Archives and Records Infrastructure
Support (PARIS) program.

Nearly eighty state, county, and local officials were on hand at
the State Records Center in Ewing as the Committee voted on the
awards. Secretary of State Regena L. Thomas, whose department
oversees the administration of state and local public records, hailed
the Committee’s action, comparing the impact of PARIS to that of
New Jersey’s historic first records law, OAnAct for the Presewation
of the Publick Records of the Colony of New JerseyO passed in
1760. She said the new grant program constitutes Oan advancement
as important today as the construction of the first fir eproof vaults
to protect New Jersey§tolonial archiveswas nearly 250 yearsago.O
Authorized by the Legislature in 2003 and launched in 2005, PARIS
is by far the largest competitive grant program of its kind in the
nation. It represents New Jersey’s first statewide initiative to boost
the efficiency, integrity, and security of public records systems at
the county and municipal level. It will help to preserve more than
three centuries of historical government archives, and promote
intergovernmental sharing of services and facilities.

OCounty and municipal govemments function as regional and
local sewice providers to New Jerseyfcitizens,Osaid Secretary
Thomas. OAn essential, yet unsung service they provide is
recordkeeping. The records counties, cities and towns presexe and
make available every day directly affect the lives of millions aswell
asthe understandingwe haveof the rich history of our stateand our
local communities. PARIS provides the resourcesneededto do the
job right.0

PARIS, will fund major advancements in county and municipal
government archives and records programs statewide. According to
Karl J. Niederer, State Records Committee Secretary, ORARIS grants
will addressthe needfor building and improving the infrastructure
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of county and municipal records systems enterprise-wide.O
New Jersey’s local governments will use grant funds to boost the
efficiency of filing, storing and accessing public records, preserve
valuable archives, and drive down the administrative cost to
taxpayers. OThe advanced technology and tools are available,0
Niederer said, OandPARIS makesthem affordable to cash-strapped
counties and municipalities.O

PARIS encourages county and municipal governments to explore
opportunities to partner in cooperative archives and records
management ventures, including shared services and facilities. In
this strategic vision the 21 county governments have a key role, each
serving as a regional hub for records management, preservation and
storage services, and most municipalities will be able to utilize their
county’s records facilities and services for convenient, secure offsite
storage, document imaging services, electronic records systems
backup, etc. The largest cities and townships may find it advisable
to establish their own facilities and services. Statewide, the
counties and largest municipalities figure to play strategic roles in
transforming local records administration, so the first round of
PARIS grants will focus in this area.

OCitizensrely on county and local govemmentsto meetan almost
limitless range of infor mation needsfrom public records,OThomas
commented. OVell kept, easily accessiblerecords are indispensable
for govemment to be efficient, credible and accountablein sewing
the public, for safeguading individual property and civil rights, and
evenfor our citizens to discover their familiesChistories. And this
is only a short list of the many usesmade of New Jersey&local
govemment records.O

This year, counties were eligible to apply for up to $1.5 million
for a wide variety of records projects. Cities and townships
with populations of 75,000 or more were eligible to apply for
a maximum of $50,000 to conduct a comprehensive records
program needs assessment and strategic plan. PARIS funding will
eventually be available to all municipalities.

Funded by document filing and recording fees collected by
county clerks, PARIS is a key component of the New Jersey Public
Records Preservation Program established by the state legislature in
July 2003. Grants are awarded by the State Records Committee,
which comprises the State Treasurer, Attorney General, State
Auditor, Director of Local Government Services (DCA), and the
Director of the Division of Archives and Records Management
(DARM). Both programs will be administered by DARM, a division
of the Department of State.

For a complete listing of New Jersey’s first
grants to counties and municipalities,
www .njarchives.om/links/paris.html#fy2005award.

PARIS
visit



ARCHIVIST OF THE UNITED STATES
New Challenges from the New Archivist
Allen Weinstein, Archivist of the United Sates

I am honored to be the ninth Archivist of the United States and to
assume leadership of this confident and vigorous independent
agency, the National Archives and Records Administration. I look
forward to working with NAGARA members on programs and
initiatives to advance our shared goals and interests.

As T have said both to NARA staff and to our colleagues in the
broader historical and archival community, this is a critical juncture
for NARA. We live in a world of imperiled budgets, increasing
dependence on electronic records and retrieval, unprecedented
security and preservation concerns, and profoundly insufficient
attention to civic and democratic education. To meet these and other
challenges, we must work cooperatively and creatively.

In this context, I would be remiss in not pointing out the leading
educational role over the past decades played by the National
Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), not
only in making possible the definitive editions of the writings
of the Founders and other great Americans but in decentralizing the
distribution of recognition and reward among state and local
archivists, historians, social scientists, and civic activists. As I said
at NARA’s budget hearing on April 26, I believe that sober
second thought will lead OMB, the White House, and the
bipartisan leadership of Congress to reconsider this action and
restore this vital program.

I have asked the NARA family—with help from our friends in the
broader historical and archival community—to commit to a total
effort over the next half-decade to achieve at least two great
goals simultaneously.

The first involves fulfillment of NARA’s major electronics records
initiatives, the Electronic Records Archive (ERA), the Electronic
Records Management (ERM) initiative and related ones including
the continued evolution of strategic directions for the Federal
Records Management initiative. In short, NARA should assume
its leadership role in the fulfillment of electronic archival and
records management projects at this crucial moment in the design
of a Government-wide system.

At the same time, NARA is committed to create, expand, extend,
and—where necessary—redesign educational and public programming
throughout its orbit. This can be done while pursuing a greater
number and variety of public and educational programs—linked to
school curricula where possible—involving Washington, DC’s
educational resources, those of every NARA regional archives and
records center, and the extraordinary resources of the Presidential
library system-acting in partnership where possible with state
and local archivists.

Here in Washington, the Librarian of Congress and I have already
begun preliminary discussions exploring prospects for new cooperative
educational efforts (some of them online) involving the extraordinary
staff talents and documentary resources of both institutions.

In my previous work both in this country and abroad—whether
in developing the National Endowment for Democracy, managing
The Center for Democracy for 18 years, or trying to assist
conflict resolution in Central America, the Philippines, or Southern
Africa—I have tried to build consensus. Where that proved impossible,

of course, I have been prepared to act
decisively. Under my stewardship, NARA will
remain  absolutely non-political and
professional. Researchers will receive candid
and courteous treatment at all times. Internal disagreements will be
debated respectfully. Civility is crucial in our imperfect world if only
to recognize the limits of our own knowledge.

As Archivist, I will enforce the laws regarding access to public
records at all times and instances to the very best of my ability.
Where problems occur, it will be my intention to pursue solutions
(through dialogue and persuasion if possible) at the earliest possible
moment. My personal job description is transparent. The Archivist
of the United States works for the American people, indifferent
to partisanship regardless of which political party dominates
the Congress or the Executive branch of Government. Therefore, the
Archivist must display at all times scrupulous independence and
a devotion to the laws and principles governing the responsibilities
of his office. At all times, he serves as the designated custodian of
America’s essential Orecords that defy the tooth of time.O

This spring we are celebrating, with appropriate programs on
NARA’s past, present, and future, the 20th anniversary of its status
as an independent agency. Led by former Archivist Bob Warner, a
dedicated band of NARA staff members; historians, archivists,
genealogists, and NARA users; the media; and finally key players in
Congress restored NARA’s independence effective April 1, 1985.

Today NARA has a state-of-the-art building in College Park, MD,
as well as new and improved facilities across the country. The majestic
National Archives Building in downtown Washington, DC has been
remodeled and the National Archives Experience provides a greater
public awareness and offers visitors a truly unique glimpse into the
records of our nation. The Electronic Records Archives is addressing
previously intractable electronic records issues and has created for
NARA a pioneering role in this far-from-resolved realm.

A passion for working on archives or records management
is obviously essential to performing NARA’s mission successfully.
I know that many NARA employees share that passion, as do our
professional colleagues in NAGARA and other archival organizations.
The wellsprings of motivation in each of us are personal and complex,
ranging from core values (and core documents) to traditions, moral
and religious beliefs, and a concrete work ethic. Additionally, we
at the National Archives and Records Administration have as our
professional and personal template not only the Charters of
Freedom but the entire governmental documentary heritage (literally)
at our fingertips. What an awesome privilege it is to care for these
records and to help ensure access to them.

As one of NARA’s newest employees, I have asked myself every
day since first coming to work: What better opportunity than
at NARA to do something great in proximity to the heritage and
values for which so many Americans, whether great figures or
ordinary folk, have fought for over the more than two centuries
of our national lifespan?
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CALIFORNIA

NEW PUBLICATION

ON COUNTY RECORDS

A PDF of The Historical Records of
County Government in California was
added to the  Archives  Website,
www.ss.ca.gov/archives/pdf/corecdsmanrev.pdf.
The manual, which is an update of a 1981
publication, is intended to assist county
officials in identifying records of historical
value, which they may maintain. It is also
intended to provide a handy research tool
for the general public.

ELECTRONIC RECORDSINITIATIVE
The State Archives recently partnered with
the Minnesota State Historical Society
and several other organizations in an
NHPRC-funded project relating to electronic
records. The purpose of the project is to
preserve the records of the electronic
legislature. As the legislative branches of
state government introduce new technology
to their routine functions, they will create
records in digital formats that have tremendous
potential. As a result, Minnesota can develop
a sustainable model that can inform and
support similar efforts across the country.
To establish the value to other states, staff
from corresponding California agencies will
participate in the project. They will observe
and evaluate Minnesota’s implementation
in order to determine its pertinence to a
different environment.

NEW LAW

LIMITS RECORDRESTRICTIONS
Effective January 1, 2005, all records held
by the State Archives that were created
before 1931 will be open. This results from
legislation (AB 2719, Chapter 783, Statutes
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of 2004) that was signed into law by
Governor Schwarzenegger on September 24,
2004. This bill, whose primary sponsor was
the Secretary of State, opens all records held
by the State Archives seventy-five years after
the date of creation. Previously, records
from state agencies, such as Corrections,
Youth Authority, Mental Health, and many
others, were restricted from public access
indefinitely.

KOREAN ARCHIVIST

Nam Heesook of the National Archives and
Records Service (NARS) of the Republic of
Korea began a six-month fellowship at the
State Archives in January. The fellowship,
sponsored by the Korean government, will
allow Dr. Nam to learn about modern
American archives management. Her focus
will be on processing, electronic records,
records appraisal, and preservation.

DELAWARE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

DELAWARE PUBLIC ARCHIVES!

March 16, 2005, marks the 100th birthday
of the Delaware Public Archives. On this
date in 1905 an act was passed establishing
the Division of Public Records, the forerunner
to today’s Archives. To celebrate this event,
the Archives planned an exciting year of 100
events for the public to enjoy!

The most notable event will be the grand
opening of a new exhibit gallery in the Hall
of Records. Scheduled to open in March,
this year’s exhibit will feature a combination
of 100 documents and photographs that
showcase stories preserved at the Archives.
Original documents on display include
Delaware maps, land plots, bank notes,
election tickets, and letters to the governor.
One exhibit case will feature an assortment
of ration paraphernalia used by the home
front during World War II for such things as
bicycles, gas, and rubber work boots.
Another example of original documents on
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display is an elegantly scripted petition from
1787 where citizens asked the General
Assembly to offer Delaware as a choice for
the United States Capital. After visitors
browse through the gallery, they will be
asked to vote for their favorite document or
photograph and insert their ballot into a
voting box displayed in a 1920s military
trunk near the entrance.

Visitors can also interact with the
permanent exhibit gallery. One of the
features in this gallery is an educational but
fun exhibit on the significance of many
of the state symbols including the state
beverage, state song, and state fossil.
Patrons can play detective in the
OReading Between the LinesO area where
they can study a document to find out its
true or implied message. They can OmeetO
DPA visitors in the CMeet the PublicO
exhibit, which showcases seven everyday
people who patronize the archives. After
signing their name to a copy of their own
Bill of Rights, they can view the real thing in
the Jewel Box of the Archives. This gallery
showcases on a rotating basis the Ojewels
of the archives@ncluding the Bill of Rights,
the Delaware Royal Charter, Delaware’s

copy of the Constitution and the
Ratification Document.
Throughout the entire year, other

monthly events will also help celebrate the
100th birthday including talks on general
subjects such as family genealogy,
preservation of family papers, black
history, and more specific talks, such as
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln
and Their Relationship with the
Delaware General Assembly and Capital
Punishment and Vigilantism in Delaware.
Movies highlighting subjects such as the
Battle of San Pietro in World War II and a



M EMBER NEWS

lyrical documentary on American agriculture
are also scheduled. To obtain more
information and find specific times for all
these events, check out the Website at
www.archives.state.de.us or call us at
(302) 744-5048. New events will be added
regularly so keep checking our website
for updates!

Did you know?

The great seal of the State of Delaware was
changed. On June 28, 2004, the 142nd
General Assembly passed House Bill #128
changing the dates that line the bottom of
the seal. Before passing the bill, the dates on
the Great Seal of the State of Delaware were
1793, 1847, and 1907. These dates mark
the years when major changes were made to
the physical image of the seal.

House Bill #128 replaces those three
dates with ones that have more substantial
historic significance: 1704, the year that
Delaware established its General Assembly;
1776, the year that our independence from
Great Britain was declared; and 1787, the
year that Delaware became Othe First StateO
by being the first colony to ratify the United
States Constitution.

FLORIDA

FLORIDA FOLK FESTIVAL
RECORDINGSHEARD FOR

THE FIRST TIME IN 50 YEARS

In early November, staff members from the
State Library and Archives of Florida
became the first people in over 50 years to
listen to the original recordings of the 1956
Florida Folk Festival. The tapes were first
deposited in the Florida Folklife Archives in
the 1970s, and were then housed with the
Florida Folklife Program at the Stephen
Foster Center in White Springs. Twenty
years later, the entire collection was
transferred to the State Archives of Florida.
Throughout that time, the original reel to
reel tapes of the 1956 performance of one
of the nation’s longest running folk
festivals were considered unplayable due to

recording malfunctions. Now, thanks to
a recent project at the State Archives
of Florida to provide easier access to
images and sound recordings of the Florida
Folklife Archives for the general public, the
performers from that long-ago festival can
again be heard.

The two-year project, funded by the
Institute of Museum and Library Services,
involves the creation of an online database
for the more than 30,000 images and 5,500
sound recordings of the Florida Folklife
Program, including 50 years of the Florida
Folk Festival, as well as extensive fieldwork
recordings and photographs from the 1970s
through the 1990s. The finished database
will enable users to locate materials by
artist/creator name, location, title of work
or event, and subject. Material within
the collection includes recordings of
performances by Florida blues, gospel,
shape-note and folk singers; interviews with
such folk artists as quilt makers, musicians,
fisher folk, farmers, and basket makers;
images and recordings of Florida’s Seminole
peoples; architectural and occupational
images; and sounds and sights of the FFP’s
various programs, such as exhibits, appren-
ticeships, and workshops. Of particular
interest are the materials dating back to the
WPA Florida Folklife Program of the 1930s,
including recordings of Zora Neale Hurston
and folklorist Stetson Kennedy. To aid
the project, the Archives secured a sound
engineer, hired through a grant from the
Library Services and Technology Act.

Once completed, the project will reside
on the State Library and Archives of
Florida’s Florida Memory Project Web site,
www .floridamemory.com, and will consist
of the online database, the addition
of 10,000 images to the online Florida
Photographic Collection, selected audio
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and visual clips, and educational lessons
for use by Florida’s teachers. The project
is estimated to be completed by late 2005.
For more information, please visit
www.floridamemory.com/Collections/
folklife/about.cfm.

FILMING FLORIDA: IMAGES OF THE
SUNSHINE STATE NOW AVAILABLE

The fourth edition of the State Archives of
Florida’s Filming Florida: Images of the
Sunshine State film guide is available at
floridamemory.com/PhotographicCollection
[/catalog.cfm and in hard copy. The film
guide lists and describes approximately 900
Florida-related films and videotapes.
Donated to the State Archives of Florida by
various individuals and organizations,
this diverse collection covers many topics
including education, environment, family
life, industry, integration, politics, tourism
and World War II. The films date from 1917
to the 1980s and have been described by
other film archives as “unique in the
nation.” Copies of the films can be provided
to researchers in 3/4” SP, 1/2” VHS,
or Beta formats. If you are interested in
obtaining a copy of the Filming Florida
guide, please contact Jody Norman at
jnorman@dos.state.fl.us or (850) 245-6706.

GEORGIA

NEW GRANT PROGRAM

NHPRC awarded a grant of $125,624 to
the Georgia Historical Records Advisory
Board for a two-year regrant project
to demonstrate the effectiveness of a
Circuit-Rider archivist (CRA) in meeting the
short-term needs of historical records
repositories and local governments in the
state of Georgia and to investigate the need
for a graduate program in archival
management to educate professional
archivists in Georgia and the Southeast.
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The CRA will travel throughout the state
to provide on-site archival consulting
assistance to local organizations, as well
as assist organizations in applying for
and implementing monetary grants to
preserve and make accessible Georgia’s
historical records.

This program is being developed in
cooperation with Clayton College and State
University. During the grant period, the
Circuit-Rider archivist will participate in a
feasibility study on the development of
a master’s level program in Archival
Management at Clayton College and State
University. If developed, the program would
build on the University’s strong technology
program and the unique opportunity
provided by the co location of the Georgia
Archives and the National Archives
Southeast Region facility adjacent to the
University campus.

The project is funded by an NHPRC
grant, state appropriations, and support
from Clayton College and State University.

ELECTRONIC RECORDSGRANT
NHPRC awarded a grant of $187,581
to the Georgia Archives to develop an
electronic record keeping application
capable of ensuring the creation and
maintenance of an authentic, reliable record
that can be transmitted to the Georgia
Archives for storage as a historical record of
the state. This project will serve as a model
that can be replicated throughout Georgia
government to ensure the preservation of
historical data. It will also provide the
capabilities needed by the Georgia Archives
to acquire and preserve the electronic
records of Georgia state government. This
project builds on an NHPRC grant that was
successfully completed last year that
involved studying the issues surrounding
personal information, confidentiality, and
access to government records in Georgia.
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VIRTUAL VAULT

The Georgia Archives Website has been
streamlined it to make it easier than ever to
use. This is one step toward providing
greater online access to the resources of the
Archives.

A second step, the Virtual Vault, will soon
be available for use. The Virtual Vault
will include documents that are selected
systematically as part of our long-term
digitization plan, such as county maps or
district plat maps, as well as ad hoc
scanning, such as patron orders or
documents that are scanned before being
placed on exhibit. Whether created
systematically or ad hoc, all of these images
are stored on the Archives’ servers and
constitute a rich visual resource of Georgia
history. And, the Virtual Vault was created
to provide public access to this wealth
of information.

It provides a simple interface for users to
locate and view thousands of historical
images. Its categorical arrangement (by
topic, time period, and geography) is ideal
for students; and its links to Georgia’s
Curriculum standards and Character
Education standards make it easy for
teachers to incorporate historical documents
in the classroom. As we add materials
such as the Confederate muster rolls, it
will be an excellent resource for genealogical
research.

The Virtual Vault is being developed
based on the work of student interns
and Archives staff. The Vault will open with
several thousand items, and grow steadily to
become a true treasure chest. Please watch
our Website, www.GeorgiaArchives.org,
for the launch of this important tool.
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KENTUCKY

ANNU AL KENTUCKY

ARCHIVES INSTITUTE HELD
Participants at the 20th annual Kentucky
Archives Institute in July 2004, sponsored
by the Kentucky State Archives and the
Friends of Kentucky Public Archives Inc.,
learned about several collections of public
records that researchers seldom use. Entitled
Those Less Fortunate: Early Kentucky
Social Welfare Sources,the Institute focused
on unusual public records from state and
local governments, including those from
mental health institutions and institutions
for the education of people with disabilities.
An additional highlight of the day was Dr.
Randolph Hollingsworth’s presentation A
Silent Cry: Mary Todd Lincoln& Last Days.

MICROFILM DONATION RECEIVED
Microfilmed copies of Kentucky’s World
War 1 Selective Services System Draft
Registration Cards were purchased and
donated to the Kentucky State Archives
by the Friends of Kentucky Public Archives,
the Kentucky Genealogical Society, and
generous  individuals.  This
wonderful donation will aid researchers in
gathering information about their World
War I forbearers.

several

KENTUCKY ARCHIVES

WEEK CELEBRATED

During the week of October 10-16, 2004,
communities and institutions across
Kentucky celebrated the state’s historical
records and those who preserve them and
make them available for research. This was
the third annual Kentucky Archives Week,
again coordinated by the Kentucky State
Historical Records Advisory Board. A



proclamation from Governor Ernie Fletcher
signaled the importance of this annual
event. This was echoed in proclamations
issued by the Mayors of Louisville,
Lexington, and Owensboro and the Fiscal
Courts of Allen, Hancock, Jessamine,
Madison, Mason, McCracken, Scott, and
Washington Counties, among others.
Institutions across the state encouraged the
public to become more familiar with their
holdings through open houses, special
exhibits, tours, lectures, and links to
web sites.

A few of those hosting events, or
spotlighting special collections or overall
holdings include the Kentucky Department
for Libraries and Archives, the University of
Kentucky, the University of Louisville,
Morehead State University, Western
Kentucky University, the Filson Historical
Society, Jefferson County Public Schools
Archives and Records Center, Lexington
Public Library, and Boyd County Public
Library. The 2004 Kentucky Archives Week
web site, http://archivesweek.kygov/, has a
list of events, proclamations, and Archives
Week awards, as well as a copy of
the Kentucky Archives Week poster for
download.

KENTUCKY ARCHIVESWEEK AWARDS
The Kentucky State Historical Records
Advisory Board awarded two Certificates of
Merit during Kentucky’s annual Archives
Week. The authors of The Encyclopedia of
Louisville received a Certificate of Merit for
notable achievement in writing based on
research in Kentucky repositories. Dr. John
Kleber, editor of the Encyclopedia, accepted
the award on behalf of the authors at the fall
meeting of the Kentucky Council on
Archives. Frances Cotterill, Mason County
Clerk, received a Certificate of Merit for
notable service to and advocacy of archives
by a public official. Ms. Cotterill’s award
recognizes her twenty-three years of service
as county clerk, and her many actions to
preserve the records in her care and to make
them available for research. State Historical
Records Coordinator Richard Belding
presented the award to Ms. Cotterill at
the October monthly meeting of the
Mason County Fiscal Court.

NEW TRAINING

OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE

The Historic Information Management
Program is now being offered online by the
Kentucky Community and Technical
College System (KCTCS) through Southeast
Community College in Cumberland,
Kentucky. Two components of this program
are of particular interest, the Historic
Information Management Certificate
in Archives Studies and the Historic
Information Management Certificate in
Records Management Studies. Both certificates
are designed for students seeking entry into
the field, or for those already working,
but without formal archival or records

management training or education.
More information is available at the
Historic Information Website at

www .soucc.kctcs.edu/him/.

NEVADA

ELECTRONIC RECORDSNEWS

The State Records Committee approved two
publications drafted by the Nevada
Electronic Records Committee (NERC). The
first, Legal Requirements for Nevada®
Public Electronic Records, is a guide for
state and local government officials in
applying Nevada’s Public Records Laws and
the Rules of Evidence to electronic records.
The second, Records Management
Application, Electronic Document and
Imaging SystemsGuidelines, is intended to
be an official state standard that all agencies
will be expected to follow. NERC is an a
dvisory body the State Records Committee,
which approves records retention schedules
for state agencies. For more information
contact State Records Manager Teri Mark at
tjmark@clan.lib.nv.us.

Wwww.nagara.org

NEVADA CONFERENCE

FOR CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS

The Nevada State Library and Archives
hosted OASIS 2005, a conference where
Nevada’s cultural workforce and its supporters
advocate the common mission of growing
the cultural and educational life of the state,
community by community. The conference
was held on April 5-7, 20085, in Carson City.
Archives staff presented workshops for local
museums on preservation of archival
materials and genealogical research on the
Web and in libraries, historical societies, and
museums. OASIS 2005 is sponsored by the
Nevada Department of Cultural Affairs
(Division of Museums and History, Nevada
Arts Council, State Historic Preservation
Office, State Library and Archives), Nevada
Humanities, and the Nevada Women’s
History Project.

SHRAB STRATEGIC PLANNING

The Nevada SHRAB is currently working
on its new five-year strategic plan,
Preserving Nevada® Documentary
Heritage, 2006-2010. For the past two years
SHRAB members have been attending
professional meetings of city and county
officials, librarians, museum directors, and
tribal organizations gathering information
for the plan. “This is the first time the
SHRAB has gathered and analyzed
information and written the plan itself,0
according to State Archives Manager
Jeff Kintop. OConsultantshave always done
this work before and the board membersare
really getting into it.O This strategic plan is
being funded by a grant from NHPRC.
For more information, contact
State Archives Manager Jeff Kintop at
jmkintop@clan.lib.nv.us.
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New York State Education CommissionerRichad P Mills presidedover a ribbon-cutting
ceremony that officially opened the newly renovated State Archivesfacility in Albany.

NEW YORK

NEW ARCHIVES AND LIBRARY
FACILITY OPENSTO THE PUBLIC
After a three-year, $7.5 million renovation,
the New York State Archives and the
Manuscripts and Special Collections Unit of
the New York State Library reopened their
shared research facility to the public on
November 20, 2004. The new facility
includes numerous improvements:
¢ Three-dimensional wall panels depicting
many of New York’s documentary
treasures including New York’s First State
Constitution (1777) and the first draft
of George Washington’s Farewell
Address (1796).

¢ Exhibit cases featuring books and videos
that are based on research in the Archives
and Library’s manuscripts collections.

2005

® A moveable shelving system that has
nearly doubled the storage capacity of
the 79,000 square foot facility.

* A new heating and ventilation system
that keeps temperature and humidity at
constant levels to minimize deterioration
of materials.

® An updated conservation lab that allows
staff conservators to rescue deteriorating
and damaged materials.

During the renovation of the 11th floor
from 2001-2004, the Archives and Library’s
Manuscripts and Special Collections relocated
to the Cultural Education Center’s 3rd floor
and remained open for business—except for
two weeks when staff moved off and back
to the eleventh floor—serving thousands of
researchers both onsite and electronically.

Prior to the move, staff inventoried,
boxed, and moved 140 million records so
that renovations could begin. Thousands of
glass lantern slides and negatives were
individually wrapped for protection, and
precautions taken to preserve
centuries—old maps and old leather—
bound volumes. Approximately 80,000
boxes were barcoded and moved to one of
six sites in the region. This enabled staff to
know where each box was located at all times.

were
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NYS ARCHIVES
PARTNERSHIP
TRUST HIRES
DIRECTOR

State Archivist
Christine W. Ward
announced  that
Robert E. Bullock
has accepted the
position of Director of the New York State
Archives Partnership Trust, the support arm
of the New York State Archives.

Bullock comes to this leadership position
from the Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt
Institute in Hyde Park, NY, where he was
director of Institutional Advancement. In his
new capacity, he is responsible for raising
funds for and helping to promote awareness
of the New York State Archives, the second
largest state archives in the nation.

OWe are pleasedto have Bob Bullock asa
part of our team,Ostated Ms. Ward, who is
also the Executive Officer of the Trust.
OThrough his more than 25 yearsof experi-
encein marketing and development,we are
confident that Bob will help us to improve
access to the more than 350 years of
government and other historical records
that comprise the State Archives.O

STATE ARCHIVES SPONSORS ANNU AL
STUDENT RESEARCH CONTEST

To encourage students to use historical
records, the New York State Archives, a
program  of the State Education
Department, is sponsoring the 15th annual
Student Research Awards. The 2005 contest
is open to all New York students in grades
4-12 who use historical records in their
research projects.

Three awards are presented each year:
grades 4-5, grades 6-8, and grades 9-12. The
awards consist of a framed certificate, a
check for $100 from an endowment estab-
lished by Regent Emerita Laura Chodos and



Thisphotograph of a team of muleson the ErieCanal at Lyons, New York in 1910 is one of many
that can be found at the State Archivesnew website: www .archives.nysed.gov/mjects/ErieCanal

her husband Robert Chodos, an invitation
to have lunch with the Regents in Albany,
and a behind-the-scenes tour of the State
Archives.

Eligible projects are computer-based
entries, such as Websites or PowerPoint pre-
sentations; exhibits; audiovisual produc-
tions; performances; research for a historical
marker, property or district; and traditional
research papers.

CELEBRATETHE OPENING
OFTHE ERIE CANAL
The New York State Archives has launched
an innovative educational website: Erie
Canal Time Machine. Located at
http://www.archives.nysed.gov/projects/
eriecanal/, the site promotes learning
through the use of historical records.

The Erie Canal Time Machine is a
document-based trip to the past designed for
elementary and middle school students and

teachers, as well as the general public.
Divided into three time periods, the website
includes more than 40 historical documents
and photographs that illustrate the Canal’s
opening in 18235; its operation and impact
on the citizens of New York State
and beyond during the 1830s; and the
controversy surrounding the creation of
the Barge Canal in 1903.

The site offers concise historical informa-
tion, as well as short topical essays written
by historians. There are three document-
based questions geared for 4th-8th grade
students and an extensive document gallery
of photographs, letters, maps, broadsides,
petitions, and prints, which may be
downloaded and incorporated into student
projects or lessons. A bibliography and links
to other websites about the Erie Canal are
also included.
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NORTH CAROLINA

INDEX TOWILLS ONLINE

Dr. Thornton W. Mitchell’s published, two
volume North Carolina will index, titled
North Carolina Wills: A Testator Index,
1665 - 1900, has now been loaded into the
State Archives’ MARS online finding aid.
Researchers can do a search for any name
in the index and get a hit, either through
the county records descriptions or through
a separate QrollectionO identified as
Dr. Mitchell’s will index.

This adds more than 47,222 record
descriptions for 67 counties, including will
references both at the State Archives and still
in the county courthouses. The description
provides the researcher with the book and
page reference or a call number. It lets the
researcher know that a will exists regardless
of its location in the county or the State
Archives in Raleigh.

OHIO

STATE ARCHIVES ACCESSIONS

OHIO BICENTENNIAL RECORDS

The records of the Ohio Bicentennial
Commission were recently transferred to the
State Archives in Columbus. The records
comprise almost 130 cubic feet and
document the work of the commission
charged with commemorating the state’s
200th year. Among the records are the files
of the Bicentennial barn painting program,
which was a grassroots marketing campaign
that painted the Ohio Bicentennial logo on a
highly visible historic barn in each of Ohio’s
88 counties.

OHIO ELECTRONIC
RECORDSCOMMITTEE

The Ohio Electronic Records Committee
(ERC) met on December 6, 2004. The Ohio
Office of Information Technology made
a presentation explaining the way IT
policy is made in Ohio. The Bylaws
Subcommittee presented proposed bylaws
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and a membership process for maintaining
continuity and fairness. The bylaws,
www.ohiojunction.net/erc/bylaws.html,
were officially adopted, and the election of
officers was scheduled for the March 2005
meeting. The Survey Subcommittee, charged
with gathering data from state and local
governments about the way ERC products
are used, as well as what types of products
are desired, reported that it had distributed
surveys to target groups in November
2004. As the surveys had only recently been
distributed, only preliminary results
were reported. ERC members offered
advice about which groups to target with
the surveys.

STATE ARCHIVES

ACCESSIONS DEATH CERTIFICATES

In the fall of 2004, the State Archives at the
Ohio Historical Society (OHS) accessioned
nearly 300 cubic feet of records from the
Vital Statistics division of the Ohio
Department of Health. Included in the
accession were death certificates, certificates
of fetal death, and marriage and divorce
abstracts.

There are over 700,000 death certificates
from 1945-1953. Death certificates are the
most requested record series in the OHS
reading room. In order to meet public
demand, the State Archives wanted to
ensure a quick turnaround between
accessioning the records and making them
available to the public in order to met
public demand. OHS partnered with the
Genealogical Society of Utah (GSU) to have
four volunteers spend three months micro-

2005

filming the death certificates. While filming,
one GSU volunteer came upon Orville
Wright’s death certificate, which listed his
occupation as Oinventor of airplanes.OThe
death certificates indices made
available in the reading room in December
2004. Microfilm of the actual death certificates
was made available in March 2005.

PENNSYLVANIA

ARCHIVES & STATE RECORDS
CENTERLAUNCHES

NEW WEB-BASED RECORDS

MANA GEMENT FUNCTIONALITY

The Pennsylvania State Archives purchased
a web-based records management application
from OmniRIM Solutions, Inc., with the
initial implementation occurring in July
2003. Functionality for each agency’s
Records Coordinator to maintain their
agency specific records retention and
disposition schedule was added to the base
application and implemented in the first
quarter of 2005. Beginning in the second
quarter of 2005, the application will be
rolled out to all state agencies for Records
Coordinators (125) to maintain records
retention schedules online and
for Requestors (4000) to submit requests
online for records stored at the State
Records Center. For additional information
contact Linda Avetta at lavetta@state.pa.us
or (717) 705-6923.

were

EDMS SERVICES OFFERED

In conjunction with implementing the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s
Electronic Document Management System
(EDMS) standard of FileNet, the State
Archives has established the EDMS
Prototyping Center to provide agencies with
a variety of EDMS/FileNet services. Services
provided include document and content
management, workflow development, and
training. For additional information contact
David Yuengling at dyuengling@state.pa.us
or (717) 346-4092.

www.nagara.org

E-MAIL TRAINING TO BE

CONDUCTED FOR

COMMONWEAL TH OF PA EMPLOYEES
A newly revised and released Management
Directive concerning the Retention and
Disposition of Records Created on
Electronic Mail (E-mail) Systems (M.D.
210.13), http://www .0a.state.pa.us/oac/cwp/
view.asp?A=12& Q=120207, prompted a
new training program for the State Archives.
The Managing E-Mail training session
explores records management issues and
challenges related to the creation, use,
maintenance, retention and disposition of
records created on Commonwealth E-mail
systems including, how long to retain
messages, how and where to store them, risk
and liability, and applicable directives,
bulletins, etc. E-mail training will be
available to Commonwealth employees,
with the intent of offering the training to
those in higher positions (decision makers
and policy setters) first. The initial official
audiences will be the CIO’ and Records
Coordinators. A preliminary training event
was previously conducted for staff of the

Archives, Governor’s Office of
Administration, and Office of General
Counsel. For additional information,

contact Linda Avetta at lavetta@state.pa.us
or (717) 705-6923.

SOUTH CAROLINA

ARCHIVES CELEBRATES

100TH ANNIVER SARY

The SC Department of Archives and History
(SCDAH) celebrated its 100th anniversary
with a three day symposium, To Collect and
Presewve: Heroes and Heroines of South
Carolina® Past, on February 23-25.
Eighteen prominent South Carolina
historians gave talks on major themes in
South Carolina history and about trends in
scholarship about South Carolina. The



symposium was co-sponsored by the
SCDAH with the South Carolina Historical
Society, celebrating its sesquicentennial, and
the South Carolina Historical Association,
celebrating its seventy-fifth anniversary. The
first two days of the symposium were held
at the SC Archives and History Center in
Columbia, where there was an exhibit
on the SCDAH’s history featured in the
J. Verne Smith Gallery. Their focus was on
nineteenth and twentieth century South
Carolina. The final day of the symposium
was held in Charleston at the Dock Street.
Its focus was on eighteenth century topics
in South Carolina history.

SC SHRAB REGRANT AWARDS

The Board in December made awards
totaling $57,453 to fourteen South Carolina
historical records repositories in the first of
two application cycles under an NHPRC-
supported $100,000 regrant project. The
application deadline was April 1 for letters
of intent. The next deadline was June 17
for submission of grant proposals. For
details about the project, see the Board
Website at www.state.sc.us/scdah/shrab/
regrantmain0406.htm.

ELECTRONIC RECORDS

MANA GEMENT GUIDELINES ONLINE
As part of an NHPRC-supported electronic
records program development project,
the Archives has completed work on
electronic records management guidelines
for South Carolina state and local
government. The guidelines include chapters
on file naming, file formats, digital media,
digital media storage, electronic document
management systems, digital imaging,
e-mail  management, web  content
management, as well as a glossary of com-
mon terminology. It is available online at
www .state.sc.us/scdah/gyerg.htm.

VIRGINIA

LIBRARY OF VIRGINIAOSMARK WALSH
DISTINGUISHED FORWORK
G. Mark Walsh, formerly of Ontario,
Canada, and now with the Records
Management and Imaging Services Division
of the Library of Virginia, was the 2004
recipient of the JamesJ. Talman Award.
Given by the Archives Association of
Ontario (AAO), Mark received the award
Ofor his many contributions to the archival
profession, and in particular for the
development of the Municipal Archives
Resource Guide.O

To the AAO  Municipal
Archives Resource Guide, see
http://aao.fis.utoronto.ca/aa/MAIGdir .pdf.

UTAH

COMBINED READING ROOM OPENS
The new Utah History Research Center
opened on January 10 on the ground floor
of the remodeled south wing of the historic
Rio Grande Depot located at 300 S. Rio
Grande Street. The center is operated jointly
by the divisions of State Archives and State
History. It also combines the resources of
the Utah State Archives Research Center
and the Utah History Information Center
into a single reading room. Reference
archivists and librarians from the two
divisions provide access to the records of
both agencies at the new site.

Reference archivists from the State
Archives moved out of the temporary public
research room on the first floor of the newly
constructed State Archives Building, which
is adjacent to the Rio Grande Depot.
Approximately 9,000 reels of the Archives
microfilm were transferred to “open stacks”
for patron easy access. The vacated
space was reverted to its original purpose,
a meeting and training room.

view
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Holdings from the State History
Information Center were moved from the
second-floor library in the north wing of the
depot into the new one-stop facility on the
main floor of the refurbished south wing.

A Website was created for the combined
research room, http://historyresearch.utah.gov/.
It includes both Archives and History
information, finding aids, etc.

UTAH STATE ARCHIVES STAFF NEWS
Brandon Metcalf joined the Utah State
Archives in December 2004 as a records
analyst working with state government
agencies. Metcalf was formerly employed
with a California records management
company, Central Records Management. He
recently completed his master’s degree in
public history, with an emphasis in archives
and manuscripts, at California State
University (Sacramento). For the last year
and a half, he interned at the Sacramento
Archives & Museum Collection Center. His
primary responsibilities included processing
several manuscript collections. He received
his B.A. in history from Brigham Young
University, and is a member of several
historical associations related to the history
of Utah and the West.

Two archives employees have taken on
new responsibilities. Alan Barnett returned
to patron services in January 2005 after
spending nine months in records analysis.
Barnett, former librarian at the History
Information Center, was named to oversee
archives reference operations in the newly
combined research center. Rosemary
Cundiff moved from patron services to
records analysis in January 2005. Cundiff
has worked as a processing and reference
archivist since being hired in June 2000.
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Michael Smith joined the Utah State
Archives as a temporary processor in
January 2005. Smith will arrange and
describe Governor Olene S. Walker’s records
and the records from the Governor’s
Olympic Office. Smith served with both
Governor Michael O. Leavitt’s and
Governor Walker’s administrations. He
handled the day-to-day operations of the
offices. Prior to working for the governors,
he worked for several national firms in sales
and marketing. He received a B.S. in
business from Brigham Young University.

OLYMPIC AND GOVERNOR WALKER
RECORDSTRANSFER UNDER WAY

The Utah State Archives is currently
receiving a transfer of records series from
two agencies, former Utah Governor Olene
S. Walker and the Governor’s Salt Lake
2002 Olympic Winter Games Office.
Governor ~ Walker’s  series  include
photographs, subject files, correspondence,
press video and newspaper clippings, and
executive orders. The Olympic series include
photographs, quarterly and annual reports,
subject files, correspondence, and press
video and newspaper clippings.

Walker, who served 20 years in state
politics, was elected to two terms as a state
legislator and three terms as Lt. Governor.
She became governor in November 2003
when Governor Michael O. Leavitt resigned
after being appointed administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency by
President George W. Bush. Walker
was Utah’s first woman governor. She served
14 months from November 2003 to
January 2005S.

2005

UTAH TERRITORIAL MILITIA

MUSIC HISTORY DISCUSSED

Michael Church, a processing and reference
archivist, participated in the October 23
symposium program commemorating the
142nd anniversary of Fort Douglas. The

symposium’s theme, Utah® Citizen Soldiers:

Serving Community, State, and Nation,
was selected to coincide with the 110th
anniversary of the Utah National Guard.

Church’s presentation, Breaking Up
Camp: Field Calls and Tunes of the Utah
Territorial Militia, examined the political
and musical influences surrounding the
development of the Nauvoo Legion’s bugle
calls. The presentation focused on manu-
script collections depicting actual calls used
by Utah territorial militia units from the Salt
Lake area. The collections are held at the
Utah State Archives, correspondence and
music cards with bugle calls and William D.
Pace® Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics
Manual, 1865 (Territorial Militia Records,
series 2210). They are also held at the
L. Tom Perry Special Collections
Department of the Harold B. Lee Library at
Brigham Young University (Lt. Phillip
Margetts’s field notebook, 1853.)

Research shows that calls used by Salt
Lake area militia units were similar to the
calls previously used by the Mormon
Battalion, 1846-1848. Since he has not
found evidence to indicate that the calls
were ever standardized territory-wide
between 1850 and 1868, Church believes
that the music possibly differed in each
district. The militia adopted the standard
U.S. Army calls in 1869, but was prohibited
from mustering through the duration of the
territorial period.

As Church discussed the various calls,
members of the Third California
Volunteers—the official Fort Douglas Fife,
Drum, and Bugle Corps—performed the

period tunes. Pat Mahoney, master
musician, coordinated the musical
demonstrations. Chris Dye performed

various bugle calls.
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UINTA BASIN RECORDS

PRESER/ATION PROJECT COMPLETED
The Utah State Archives and Records
Service completed the third phase in a
cooperative program designed to preserve
and provide access to local government
records in the Beehive State.

The latest phase in the ongoing Millennial
Records Preservation Project targeted agen-
cies in the tri-county Uinta Basin region,
comprising Daggett, Duchesne, and Uintah
Among the 15 government
agencies involved were 9 cities and towns;
5 county offices; 1 school district; and the
Uintah Basin Association of Governments.
The 9-month undertaking generated 73 new
records series and 125 rolls of microfilm.
These records include the council and board
minutes, audit reports, ordinances and
resolutions, city histories, cemetery burial
records, and planning and zoning minutes.

Microfilming of Uinta Basin records
began March 2004 at the Utah State
Archives in Salt Lake City. Microfilm copies
of the records will be available at the
creating agency, the Regional History
Center at the Uintah County Library in
Vernal, and the new Utah History Research
Center at the historic Rio Grande Depot.
The Millennial Records Preservation Project
for Utah Municipalities, Counties, School
Districts, and Special Cemetery Districts
offers local governments an opportunity to
identify and schedule record series of value
and to preserve them on microfilm. Series
include records such as city council
and  county commission  minutes,
resolutions, ordinances, annual reports,
cemetery records, and other unique local
historical records.

The Millennial Records Preservation
Project began in 1999 as a pilot with the
Bear River Association of Governments. To
date, participants include 109 cities, towns,
and county agencies; 31 school districts; and
special cemetery districts in 13 counties
(e.g., Beaver, Box Elder, Cache, Daggett,
Duchesne, Garfield, Iron, Kane, Piute,
Rich, Uintah, Washington, and Wayne). In

counties.



addition to the State Archives, a regional
center was designated during each phase to
receive copies of the microfilm for that
region. The four regional centers are the
Utah State University Library, the Southern
Utah University Library, Dixie State College
Library, and the Uintah County Library
Regional History Center. The project
accumulated 1,244 rolls of microfilm
through the first three phases. The next
phase includes agencies from Emery County.
Complete information on the project
is available at www.archives.state.ut.us/
recmanag/millenpoj.htm.

RECORDSMANA GEMENT

TRAINING OFFEREDAT SUU

Organizers of a Southern Utah University
conference—designed to preserve current
records of historical value-invited records
analysts from the Utah State Archives and
Records Service to make a presentation
on the value of historical records and to
review the legal requirements to manage the
institution’s records.

Patricia Lyn Scott and Stuart Preece
conducted a two-hour training session for
over 55 people on December 1. The training
reviewed the responsibilities of the university
in conducting a records management
program that would assure that historical
records are kept and preserved.

OThe university archive custodians for
a long time have been concemed that the
university was losing it current history,O
Preece said. OTheypointed out that sincethe
late 1980s very little material of a historical
nature was coming to the university archives
or was not evenbeing generatedinitially . To
meet this need they organized a conference
and invited representativesof all offices in
the university to attend.O

SUU President Steven D. Bennion kicked
off the meeting. Bennion stressed the need to
preserve the university’s historical records.
Preece said, OThis was an unprecedented
meeting at a university in Utah where the
presidentwas personally involved to assue
that the records were being properly cared
for. The university library has responsibility
to take in those records and will move to
help the various depatment and program
managersto produce evidentiary records of
their activities. These records will become
part of the university archives.O

ADMINIS TRATOROS

TRANSITION BROCHUREAVAILABLE
The Utah State Archives created a brochure
titled Administrator® Guide to Sate
Records Responsibilities following the
2004 election of a new Utah governor and
anticipated administrative transitions. The
guide is intended for use by government
administrators and is a concise review of
Utah and records management.
It includes explanations of public
records, administrators’ responsibilities, and
personal files.

The brochure will be particularly
beneficial to administrators leaving or
entering government positions. For
more information, contact the Records
Analysis section at (801) 531-3860,
pscott@utah.goy or jtuttle@utah.gov.

law
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ARCHIVISTS MEET

WITH HISTORY TEACHERS

The Utah State Archives and the Utah State

Historical Society, which jointly operate the

new Utah History Research Center, were

invited to participate in the Jordan Academy
of History Teachers’ semi-annual American
history seminar to promote the professional
development of 4th — 12th grade teachers.

Representatives of the two agencies

assembled a display of historical materials

from each agency’s collections on February

5 at Mount Jordan Middle School in Sandy.
Jim Kichas and Michael Church from the

State Archives promoted collections related

to the following:

e Great Depression—Governor Henry
H. Blood’s correspondence, 1933-1940;
and the Utah Emergency Relief
Administration (UERA) drought relief
project files, 1934-1949

e Labor History—Utah National Guard
records dealing with the Carbon County
Coal Strike, 1903-1904; the Castle Gate
Relief Fund Committee, 1924-1936; and
Governor William Spry’s correspondence
relating to the murder conviction of labor
leader Joe Hill, 1914-1916

e Race Relations—7th District Court
criminal case files, 1896 ongoing; and
the Davis County Sheriff’s alien enemy
registrations, 1940-1945

¢ Military History—WWI1 service questionnaires,
1914-1918; and territorial militia admin-
istrative records, 1850-1896
Doug Misner from the Division of State

History promoted the Historical Society’s

photo collection (dating from the Ilate

1860s to the late 1960s), provided lesson
plans intended for using articles from the

Utah Historical Quarterly, and solicited for

memberships.

The Jordan Academy of History Teachers
was established to improve the teaching
of American history and student
achievement in the Jordan, Wasatch, and
Provo school districts through a multi-
district, higher education, and community
collaborative effort.
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UTAH: SALT LAKE COUNTY

RECORDSHEARING

FOCUSES ON PRIVACY ISSUES
Recently a records appeal hearing was heard
before the Salt Lake County Council
requesting access to non-public records. In
January, the Deseret Morning News, a local
newspaper, appealed a decision of the
County Records Appeal Board denying
them access to an investigative report from
the District Attorney’s office. The report
was the result of an investigation into
alleged sexual harassment in the County
Clerk’s office. As a result of the sensitive
nature of the report and the politics
surrounding it, the Council decided not to
hear the appeal, which resulted in a de facto
denial. The Deseret Morning News has now
filed a case in the District Court to obtain
access to the report. Very little case law
exists relating to the state records law.
The results of this case may provide
new guidance and clarify interpretation of
privacy restrictions in the state records law.

RECORDS MANAGEMENT & ARCHIVES
RECEIVESNEW ACCESSIONS

In January, a new Mayor’s administration
took office, as well as two new Council
members. As a result, Records Management
& Archives received the records from
Councilmen Harmsen and Skousen, members
of the first council to serve in the new form
of county government. In addition, the
records of Mayor Nancy Workman, first
county mayor and first woman executive to
lead the county, were transferred to Records
Management & Archives. Records from all
three individuals cover the years 2001-2004.

2005

Records from the independent review
board, Citizens Panel on Vehicle Usage,
were also transferred to Records
Management & Archives. Plans are being
made to index and process the records this
year and make finding aids available on the
county Website.

COUNTY APPROVES E-MAIL POLICY

In November, the County Council approved
policy 2115, Retention and Classification of
Electronic Mail. The policy, drafted by the
county’s Government Records Access
Management  Policy =~ Administration
Committee (GRAMPA), took over two
years to research and development. The
policy identifies three categories of e-mail
records, as well as a broad category of
non-records. Records Management &
Archives is working with the Mayor’s Office
and the Information Services Division to
assess possible software solutions to better
implement the policy. Training for county
employees is being developed by Records
Management & Archives.

For a copy of the policy or more information,
please contact Terry Ellis, County Records
Manager, Salt Lake County Records
Management & Archives, 2001 S. State
Street N4100, Salt Lake City UT 84190,
(801) 468-2332, fax (801) 468-3712, or
tellis@slco.og.

VERMONT

GUIDELINES FOR DIGITAL

IMAGING PROJECTS

Drawing heavily from the work of other
states and its work on establishing pilot
scanning projects in five municipalities,
the Vermont State Archives developed
guidelines for digital imaging projects.
The  guidelines are available at
http://vermont-archives.org/records/
electronic/er_digitalimage.html.
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OUTREACHTO STANDING

COMMIT TEES OF VERMONT HOUSE
At the start of the 2003 legislative session,
the Speaker of the House invited the
Archives to make a presentation on
recordkeeping as part of the orientation of
the chairs and vice-chairs of the standing
committees. Combined with the Archives
participation in the November orientation
of new legislators, these opportunities
provide greater visibility for the Archives
within the general assembly.

RECORDSMANA GEMENT

PLAN FOR JUDICIAL RECORDS

Under a one-time appropriation, the
Archives developed a record management
plan for Vermont’s judicial records. The
plan, which the court administrator
approved, is based on interviews with
all superior and probate clerks, as well as
on-site surveys at each court.

It includes three phases. The first two
phases, developing and testing new record
schedules and training court personnel,
will be implemented under the current
appropriation. Additional funding will be
sought for phase three, the processing
of the backlog of court records still
in the courthouses.



